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Venice, Museo Fortuny, 15 March –   21 July 2008     EXTENDED TO 17 NOVEMBER 2008
In response to its great public and critical success, the exhibition

A WORLD OF PAPER
ISABELLE DE BORCHGRAVE ENCOUNTERS MARIANO FORTUNY

is extended to 17 November 2008!!!

The Museo Fortuny is closed on Tuesdays and will be closed from 18 to 29 August 2008.
Including clothes, accessories and trompe-l’oeil creations, the eighty-plus pieces in this show are all made of paper. Demonstrating the extraordinary skill and unmistakable talent of the Belgian artist Isabelle de Borchgrave, the exhibition also offers an unusual account of the world of Mariano Fortuny, with the evocative works organised within his palazzo-museum to illustrate significant figures and episodes in his life.

Conjuring up the climate within which Fortuny lived and worked, this ‘exhibition-installation’ reflects all the various facets of the talent of a contemporary artist who is also a designer, and director. It reveals the different ways in which she has been inspired by Mariano Fortuny’s intellectual heritage and by the museum which perpetuates it.

An eclectic figure, Isabelle de Borchgrave works in media that range from painting to fashion, from textiles to decoration. Her work involves a very special exploitation of paper, which can be transformed to achieve effects comparable to silk, lace, damask and plissé, in a whole variety of colours and shades. This is art that brings together a keen eye, a skilled hand and an inexhaustible delight in experimentation.

The exhibition is accompanied by a book-catalogue published by Skira.

The exhibition and the catalogue are curated by Pascaline Vatin Barbini.
Isabelle’s rare early talent in the field of painting and drawing led her into the world of fashion design, where her creativity found expression in the production of textiles. Her sharp eye and delight in the exploration of materials then found further scope in the creation of fabrics for interiors and in the design of ceramics, with her work being taken up by important manufacturers. In 1998 she produced a travelling exhibition entitled Papiers à la Mode: 300 years of fashion and costume history illustrated by 180 spectacular pieces (costumes, accessories and clothes) all made out of paper (the designs produced in collaboration with Rita Brown). The show would prove to be an international success.

Since then, paper has provided her with an endless field of experimentation. It has served her not only in the creation of clothes – where it shows how painting can become three-dimensional; how technical skill can transform the very qualities of material – but in a vast range of other artistic projects.

The Venetian show marks a new phase in her artistic exploration. Not only are these precious garments stunning three-dimensional creations, they also meet a remarkable challenge: how to recreate the atmosphere of a particular period by somehow entering into total empathy with it.

And, in homage to the spirit that inspired the work of both Isabelle de Borchgrave and Mariano Fortuny, the exhibition also contains (ground floor of the museum) a sort of in-house workshop, where visitors can come into direct contact with the materials and results of the creative process. 

From 30 August the exhibition will run together with the new exhibition George Barbier (1882-1932). The birth of Art Déco , open to 5 January 2009.
PHOTO for press are available at www.museiciviciveneziani.it

Musei Civici Veneziani, Servizio Marketing, Comunicazione e Ufficio Stampa: Monica da Cortà Fumei, Riccardo Bon, Piero Calore, Silvia Negretti, Alessandro Paolinelli, Sofia Rinaldi tel.++39 0412747607/14 fax /04; mkt.musei@comune.venezia.it; pressmusei@comune.venezia.it www.museiciviciveneziani.it
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Venice, Museo Fortuny, 15 March –  21 July 2008     extended to 17 November 2008
GENERAL INFORMATION

Venue

Venice, museo Fortuny 

San Marco  3958  - (entrance in Campo San Beneto)
Official Opening 

Friday 14 March 2008

Open to the Public
15 March/    21 July 2008      extended to 17 November 2008
Admission with Museum ticket at normal opening hours:

10am – 6pm  (ticket office closes an hour earlier); closed on Tuesdays and from 18 to 29 August 2008

full price: 8 euro
reduced: 5 euro
children aged 6-14; students aged 15-29*; EU citizens over 65; holders of Rolling Venice Card, Venice Card; members of Touring Club; Venice Residents; groups of at least 15 people (upon reservation); those purchasing tickets for The Museums of St. Mark’s Square or the Musei Civici Veneziani Museum Pass; classes accompanied by teachers (upon reservation) 

Free admission: 
children under 5; the handicapped with the person accompanying them; authorised guides*; tourist interpreters accompanying groups*; teachers (one per class) accompanying groups of students 

* identification required 

info and bookings www.museiciviciveneziani.it

call center 0415209070

HOW TO GET TO PALAZZO FORTUNY

	If you’re coming to Venice by train
Directly outside the Venice train station are the landing-stages for the following vaporetti: Number 1, stop: Sant’Angelo; Number 2, stop:Rialto or San Samuele

If you’re coming to Venice by car
...and parking at Piazzale Roma
vaporetti: Number 1, stop: Sant’Angelo; Number 2, stop: San Samuele
...and parking at the Tronchetto Car Park
vaporetti: Number 2, stop: San Samuele
...and parking at Punta Sabbioni
for Venice, take Number 1214, to Riva degli Schiavoni,:, then from the San Zaccaria landing-stage: vaporetto Number 1, stop: S.Angelo
...and staying on the Lido
from the S.M. Elisabetta landing-stage take vaporetto: Number 1, stop: Sant'Angelo or stop San Marco-Vallaresso and then walk 10 minutes
	If you’re coming to Venice by plane
...and taking the bus to Piazzale Roma
Number 5 ACTV, or the ATVO Air Terminal shuttle. From Piazzale Roma, vaporetti as above
...and taking the Alilaguna water bus to Venice
you reach Venice with (Blue line)AEROPORTO-S.Marco, then from the San Zaccaria landing-stage: vaporetto Number 1, stop: S.Angelo
If you are already in Venice and want to walk…
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